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Context – TC’s raison d’être/role

• At Transport Canada (TC), we are responsible for developing and 
overseeing the Government of Canada’s transportation policies 
and programs so that Canadians can have access to a 
transportation system that is safe and secure, green and 
innovative and efficient.

• We work towards these objectives by:
Ø Proposing and updating policies, laws and regulations, and
Ø Conducting inspection and enforcement activities of the 

transportation industry’s equipment, operations and facilities.

• We play a leadership role in ensuring that all parts of the 
transportation system across Canada work together effectively 
by collaborating with various groups including Indigenous 
people, industry, provincial and territorial governments and 
international partners.
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Context – TC Rail Security 

• As a result of two incidents, in 2007, TC and the Railway 
Association of Canada (RAC) revised and updated their 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) on railway 
security, originally signed in 1997, to reflect a change in the 
threat environment.
Madrid, Spain, March 11, 2004 London, England, July 7, 2005
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Who we are (cont’d)

• In 2008, the Intermodal Surface Security Oversight (ISSO) 
program was established.

• We are a group of approximately 20 Transportation 
Security Inspectors across five regions in Canada, with our 
headquarters based in Ottawa, Ontario.

• In answer to the question “who are we?”, it is important to 
note that we are not Rail Safety Inspectors, nor are we 
Transportation of Dangerous Goods (TDG) Inspectors. 

• We are Transportation Security Inspectors or, more 
commonly, on the rail side of our operations, we are Rail 
Security Inspectors.
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What we do

• We develop, administer and oversee the policies, 
regulations/voluntary frameworks, standards and 
guidance for the secure operations of surface and 
intermodal transportation.

• We conduct oversight and inspection activities based on 
risk analysis and threat assessments.

• We work with our stakeholders to help them prepare for, 
respond to, and recover from a security incident that 
affects their operations.
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What we do (cont’d)

• Our program areas:
Ø Freight rail security
Ø Passenger rail security 
Ø Transportation of dangerous goods by rail security
Ø Urban transit security
Ø Security of international bridges and tunnels

• We are governed by three pieces of legislation:
Ø Railway Safety Act
Ø Transportation of Dangerous Goods Act, 1992
Ø International Bridges and Tunnels Act
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What we do (cont’d)

• We work with industry to ensure that Canada’s surface 
transportation system is secure.

Cover of al-Qaeda’s “Inspire” magazine, August 2017
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What’s new

• Two new sets of regulations are being introduced:

Ø Transportation of Dangerous Goods by Rail Security 
Regulations
– published in the Canada Gazette, Part II on May 15, 2019 
(currently in force)

Ø Passenger Rail Transportation Security Regulations 
– pre-published in the Canada Gazette, Part I on April 13, 2019 
(not yet in force)
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New TDG by Rail Security Regulations

• TC has introduced the Transportation of Dangerous Goods 
by Rail Security Regulations to enhance the security of the 
transportation of dangerous goods by rail in Canada. 

• The Regulations were published on May 15, 2019, and have a 
phased-in approach for railway carriers and railway loaders.

• Both railway carriers and railway loaders will be required to 
proactively engage in security planning and managing 
security risks.

• The Regulations are generally aligned with the U.S. 
Hazardous Materials (HAZMAT) Instructions for Rail.
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What does this mean for you?

Are you a railway carrier?

• railway carrier means a person who has possession of 
dangerous goods for the purposes of transportation by 
railway vehicle on a main railway line, or for the purposes of 
storing them in the course of such transportation.

Note: main railway line means a “railway line”, excluding industrial or 
private track. (Not to be confused with the definition of “main track” 
in the CROR.)
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What does this mean for you?

Are you a railway loader?

• railway loader means 

(a) any person that operates a handling site, or

(b) any manufacturer or producer of dangerous goods 
that has possession of dangerous goods at a handling site 
for the purposes of loading them prior to, or unloading 
them after, transportation by rail.

Note: handling site means a facility connected to a railway line where 
a railway vehicle is placed for the loading or unloading of dangerous 
goods.
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Coming into force of the Regulations
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Requirement Who? What goods? Coming into force
Security reporting Railway carriers Any DG June 6, 2019

Security 
coordinator

Railway carriers Any DG August 6, 2019

Security inspection Railway carriers DG requiring a 
placard

August 6, 2019

Security plan + risk 
assessment

Railway carriers 
Railway loaders

Schedule 1
security-sensitive 
DG

February 6, 2020
May 6, 2020

Security plan 
training

Railway carriers 
Railway loaders

Schedule 1
security-sensitive 
DG

February 6, 2020
May 6, 2020

Security awareness 
training

Railway carriers 
Railway loaders

Any DG February 6, 2020
May 6, 2020



Rail Security Reporting

• Applies to railway carriers only.

• Requirement to report potential threats and other security 
concerns by telephone to TC’s Situation Centre came into 
force on June 6, 2019.

Telephone:    613-995-9737
Toll Free: 1-888-857-4003
TTY: 1-888-675-6863
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Rail Security Coordinator

• Applies to railway carriers only.

• Requirement to designate a Rail Security Coordinator and 
provide contact information to the Minister of Transport 
came into force on August 6, 2019.

• Please provide this information to our Rail Security inbox: 
tc.railsecurity-sureteferroviaire.tc@tc.gc.ca.

• We have developed a Rail Security Coordinator form that 
may be used to help meet this requirement.
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Security Inspection

• Applies to railway carriers only.

• Requirement to conduct a visual security inspection of a 
railway vehicle containing dangerous goods (that requires 
a placard) came into force on August 6, 2019. 

• Guidance was provided to railway companies by email on 
July 31, 2019. Due to security sensitivities, this guidance is 
not available on our website.

• Regional Inspectors will continue to work with railway 
carriers to provide guidance and awareness of this 
requirement.
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Security Plan & Risk Assessment

• Applies to railway carriers and railway loaders.

• Requirement to develop and implement a security plan 
that must include an assessment of security risks 
associated with offering for transport, handling or 
transport of the dangerous goods set out in Schedule 1. 

• Comes into force on February 6, 2020 (railway carriers)/ 
May 6, 2020 (railway loaders).
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Security Plan Training

• Applies to railway carriers and railway loaders.

• Must  be provided to persons employed by or acting 
directly or indirectly for the railway carrier/loader.

• Requirement to maintain training records for all persons 
who have undergone security plan training or training on a 
revised security plan.

• Comes into force on February 6, 2020 (railway carriers)/ 
May 6, 2020 (railway loaders).
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Security Awareness Training

• Applies to railway carriers and railway loaders.

• Must be provided to persons employed by or acting 
directly or indirectly for the railway carrier/loader.

• Requirement to maintain training records for all persons 
who have undergone security awareness training. 

• Comes into force on February 6, 2020 (railway carriers)/ 
May 6, 2020 (railway loaders).
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For more information

• For more information on who we are, what we do, and 
what’s new, visit our website at: 
https://tc.gc.ca/eng/railsecurity/menu.htm.

• Also visit the new TDG by Rail Security web page at: 
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/railsecurity/enhancing-security-
transportation-dangerous-goods-rail.html.

• To be added to our distribution list, please email: 
tc.railsecurity-sureteferroviaire.tc@tc.gc.ca.
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Questions?

• Please contact our rail security email for any questions at: 
tc.railsecurity-sureteferroviaire.tc@tc.gc.ca.
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